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‘Dad’s my
friend and
mentor’

Student pays tribute (right) to father
who quit $1.30,000-a-year job
to care for kids after mum died

THENEW PAPER/Saturday, August 7, 2004

“Seeing my mother sprawled

on the sofa, trembling

u.noontmllably . shook me.
“During this period of

confusion and anxiety, my

* father had to take care of my

mother along with my sister

and me.
“With all these troubles and
his career to juggle with, my
- dad nevertheless rose above
the challenge and brought
himself and his children

‘through this dark period.”

By ANGELINE SONG
asong@sph.com.sg

HESE touching words were
penned by Secondary 3 student
‘Wu Zhuo Yi.
It was a tribute to his father,
Mr Kelvin Goh, 50.

His mother, Mrs Selina Goh, was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease
when he was only 2 years old.

She died when he was 8, after six
years of battling the disease.

Whenehewasﬂl MrGuh then an
i ata
multinational, had to _mggle looking
after her, hmtwnnhﬂdren,aswellas
the housework.

After she died, Mr Goh gave up his
‘more than $130,000-a-year job to
support Zhuo Yi during his
important PSLE year.

Today, the 15-year-old is a class
monitor in Raffles Institution and is
also in the gifted education and
integrated programmes (IP). (The IP
allows students to skip the O levels

‘was good for me, but never pressed

and aim for the A levels). meztg dn“i't." =
o Yi joing & programme.

O PRESSUREFROMIAD But towards the end of Primary 5,

He says it is all thanks to his dad, when he found the going tough, dad
who never pushed or pressured him, ~ ¢ame to the rescue again.
And he said it openly in an essay Said Mr Goh: “He was having
writing competition recently. (See problems with his school projects,
report on facing page.) and nearly wanted to quitthe

‘When his mother died, aged 42, programme. T'had to make a decision
her funeral was heldjusthet‘ore then between my job and my son.
Zhuo Yi started 2, h“‘l;]ﬁm pel_:rle tol% me that I

shoy quit my job.

But his dad was there to comfort “But | knew i1 didn't help

“Every night withoutfail,my  Zhuo Yi when he was young,
father would ask me how myday _and made sure he gained the

was, give me a hug and
encourage me to move on,” he
said.

confidence he needed, it would
be more difficult later.”
So Mr Goh, then 47, quit his job to

But the boy could see thathis  stay at home to support his son. The
father was troubled himself. family survived on his savings.
“Sometimes, | would peek He also had the maid leave to cut

from my bedroom and see him
being frustrated over his work

. costs, and did the housework himself.

Saida grateful Zhuo Yi: “Dad was

and little things,” said Zhuo Yi. supporting me ‘full-time’. 3

“But he never behaved this way “Knowing that I could turn to him

when | was around.” anytime at home, made me feel more
Zhuo Yi said his father always secure.”

respected his opinion. Zhuo Yi wrote in his tribute: “My

For instance, when he was in
Primary 3 and was selected to join

dad is more like a friend or mentor.”
Of course, the two have the usual

the gifted education programme, father-teenage son tension.
Mr Goh gave his son adviee — but Zhuo Yi wrote: “As I approach my
left the decision to him. pubescent years... I still think that

Said Zhuo Yi: “My father knew it

he's treating me like a child.”
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SECONDARY school students were
invited to write about their
relationship with their parents in
celebration of the National Family
Veek (May 29-Jun 6).
~ WuZhuo Yi's essay was one of
‘Winners' stories could appear in
**My Story”", a new section of
Reader’s Digest English

Asia Edition.

The competition, which was
supported by the Ministry of
Community Development and
Sports, was organised by Reader's.
Digest and Pilot Pen.

Itclosed atthe end of June.

Winners will be selected at the
end of this month.

Dad cries over son’s
appreciation

MR Goh cried when he found out about.
| | his son’s tribute in the essay.

“My son’s the quiet, introspective type,

so I don't always know how he’s feeling.

“It's a great relief that he appreciates
| | and understands what I've done.”

Mr Goh said that during the last two
years of her life, his wife also suffered
from hallucinations, and sometimes, her
strange behaviour would frighten the
children.
| E==n
“I felt very stressed and frustrated as I
| wassﬁuholdjngnnramyupecmﬁm of
| | her as a wife,” said Mr Goh.

“Only after

| —\nem.ngherasmypauent.andmyse!f
| | as her doctor — that I developed more
| patience to take care of her.”

Mr Goh tock a diploma in counselling
psychology, so that he could understand
his children better. “I have to give my

& Having & moth n

Today, he is a volunteer counsellor for
prison inmates and ;uvam]e dehnq‘lm.nts,
and is studying for his master’s in
psychology. He is also lwkmg for
part-time work through h




